Disease and medicine in the armies of British India, 1750-1830: the treatment of fevers and the emergence of tropical therapeutics.
The East India Company's extensive medical establishment was noted for innovation and experimentation, it tested economical mass remedies. The service's control of its patients was significant, prefiguring the birth of the clinical anatomical medicine of Paris of the 1790s. The unique environment created a distinctive medical discipline: the medicine of warm climates. This chapter focuses on fever in particular; attention was focused on malfunction of the liver and the favoured treatment was purgation via mercury. The dominance of this method resulted partly from senior military officers imposing their views on the juniors.